The willage of Ako in Dyke Ackland Bay looked "pichure
posican perfect” when we amived on Sunday endaming.

A KIAP
Returns

Don Silcock

Chur arrheal B i on ong of Tuli's dive boats .
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Doug Robbins & ed theough he
wilage 1o mest the chists




history and | was struggling o find any
good information untl Linds Honey, one
of the owners of the resor, inroduced
e 10 Do,
1 been a Kiap in Papua
rom 1969 1w
useralean colomial
rule, and ewo of those years lkad seen
hirm & his wife Annette stationed at

TR
the day

administered back then,

Tufi had obvisusly cast ir’
Doug & Anncne as they were
an ambition o renesm oo vhe area, 36
years after they had left and ogether
with their three grown-up children
that Doug had retired from his solicicor’s
business in Brishane.

Joining them on this wipg back in time
was Fif & Sue Faverra, who had also
been stanio
independe

Like many Australians, | had no

ved ac Tuh prior to PNG
¢in 1975,
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“..they went to wor
in the field under
what can only be

described as a stee)
learning curve...”

concept of the role the country played
as the colonial administration of Papua
Mo Caaines $0 00 was Interesting to lea
abourt those days from people who had
actually been there. | spent many hours
charting with Doug & Fif about whar
Tufi and the Oro Provinee region had
been like back then,
Frankly, | was expecting both of then
o have somewh alomnial amioudd
and walk condescendingly abous Tuh,
bust it was quite the opposite and | was
pleasantly surprised to hear the way the
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rxlked ghoasr arex & the with real
J.|.|.:'1.'Ii|'|l'l
The Kiap’s Role .

Kiaps were officers of the Australian 1% o 1 and vherefore responsible
oozl adminisranon sanoned in ar all law & arder and ¢ EOVETTITICTE
remate locarions to provides che overall
MATEEITICA of thar area |'||.1-_'.' WETE Very thar he was rhe ares ma
much muln-fncrional 2nd n_-ql_:lir-:_--! 0 |'q'-|| e
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"wr rEirng but Tomnerhy the Keal law & order ||'|r|'||.|l;|a TF CENSAIS PEVEYS land purchaser & loscal eroeassrer all polled
 Doug wes & Klap andd collection of cust dunries, inEo o,
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the arca ansd provic
Do Fise any s of ill ereagmieni.

[his o

skill o unders

juired considerable
| & arbitrate Ry on
all manner of isaes, so that the dstnc
functioned smoathly and did not descent
into turmoil becse o
unfairmess in cither direction.

A er supported
the LMY and then ther

e died mose of the beldwork

re the Patrol
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steep learmning
of a Patral €
conducting fiel {
which meant extended treks from village
tor village fi on end, and it was
commuon for 30% of 2n officers rime o
be spent on patrol

[he purpose of the parrels was
o establish a visib! i

& order in the vi

ation for the damage done
ta 3 garden by 2 neighbor's pig,
to negOtiating 3 peace treaty ber
warring villages, while also quantify
s & |.||.'II1|.||_;r.'||_1 155
g copies of Doug & Fifs
al trip reports was quite fscinaring
v described in detail their meks




from village to village, the conditions
they faced on a daily hasis, where they
camped, what they eat and the many
i:nlJl.". rI'n.':.' WIS |.'.1|.||.'|.| |J|'II'I|'I 6y AENNICELLE
& resolve,

“Multi-tasking” does not do justice o
the range of shalls 2 goosd Parrol Officer
was requared to possess. .,

Return to Tuft

While they were back in Tuh | saw
|.]-:||.|!1 & Anmecte meet wich MRy locals,
whir remembered them from all char
timie ago, and [ could see thac there
was real respect for them in the eyes

of the villagers. S0 [ was very honored
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'-'-'|'ll.'l'l H‘:HI}; -l'-kﬂr me i|:' | weonald like 1o
accompany him & his Eamily on a wrip
up the coust 1o the picturesque village of
.'\IJI'\:l |9

They had both visived 8¢ stayed ar the
village many times back in the 70%, and
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which he hoped o meer up with again

Ihe trip up the coxst from Tufl and

arcmid & ."l"" Metson e Dvke Ackland
Bay to Ako, not far from the mouth of
the mighty Musa River, went withour
a hitch and the scenery was quire
spectacular, Uhur arrival on a et ."iul'u_l.n:u.'

morning ciused quite 2 stir and we got a
truly warm welcome with the village chief
surrounded by what appeared o be every
child in the village waiting for us on the
beach.

Dranig hadd beosighe along prints of his
ald photographs and snce the ininal
formalities were over, he used them wo
explain the puspose of the visit. Great
excitement lollowed when it was realized
thar MNicholas, whe had been a local
Councilor when Doug was a Kiap, was
still allive and livang in the village.

[ s -;|_||ill.' |.1'llil.|1ili!.',_ b se¢ the former
colleagues reunited after over 35 years
and the sparkle in Micholas’ eye as he
looked ar the old phoves wld a sgory in
irself,

We spent a couple of hours wandering
around the village and being shown the
locations whene Doug & Anneete had
lived when they stayed here, plus other
places of interest,

In weas wery clear ehar the villagers
appreciated the visit as much a5 Doug,
Annette & their family did and 1 bele very

|5‘ril-'i1l.'!.',_l.'l.| o have been included. o

Do Siiceck
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Ak wilages wave 1S goodinye!



