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Blenny on a sea-whip

Pairof Coleman shriimpson a fire urc hin. PREVIOUS PAGE: Oc topus in mid-waterat the Twilight Zo ne

Indonesia is a country that can con-
stantly suiprise and delight—usually
when you are least expecting it! So
it was, with my first experience of
Ambon back in 2006, whenIand a
very sad and seasick party of Banda
Iland-bound divers found ourway
into the safety of its magnificent nat-
ural hatbor: We had departed fiom
Maumere in the south some five
days eatie; and aftertwo days div-
ing alound Alorand othersites along
the Iesser Sunda Klands, we headed
northeast for the mystical Bandas.
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Septemberisa time of changeable weather
on the Banda Sea. We encountered heavy
seasthat made ourPinisi-style iveaboard
take on allthe characternsticsofa cork, aswe
pounded ourway forward into the wind.

Pmisiboats are designed and built forthe
monsoonaltrade winds to cany them along
with the wind, not head-on into it. Aftertwo
days and nights of constant pitc hing and
rling, we were offered a choice—atleast
two more daysofthe same punishmentor18
hoursofeasierseasby heading due north to
Ambon.

The instinc t to survive is a powerful one.
The decision to abandon the trip to Banda
Naim wasunanimous, and the next day, we
reached the safety of Ambon’sharor.

Porcupine fish watc hes warly




CILOCKWISE FROM IEFT
Anemone fish; Inside

Hurikila Cave and supeib
sea fansat Pintu Kota on Amt)()n

Ambon’s South Coast

THE SPIC E TRADE
Now known asthe province of
Maluku, the remote Moluccas with its
lush tropical climate and rich volc anic
soll was where the exotic spicesof
cloves, mace and nutmeg first ongi-
nated.

Tday, these and otherspices
are a common supemarket com-
modity. But in the 15th c e ntury, they
were so valuable that they were
the drving force behind the Age of

asthe ndonesian Amy Dlvmg Ambon Exploration—a 200-yearperiod when
moved in to seize con- Before the troubles, Ambon had an the majorpowersof Europe dis-
troland restore order. excelent reputation asa remote but fist- patched theirsailing shipsto find and
Etookwellovertwo rate dive location, and the Ambon Dive controlthe fabled Spice klands of the
yearsbefore tempers Centerrun by CarmlPalmerand Sonny Far East.
cooled and orderwas Tandra, had built up a strong and loyal Small quantities of spices from
fully restored, and by follo wing . the Moluccashad first tric kled into
2004, a strong recovery Iocated about 30 minute s southeast Europe via the so-called “ovedand
wasunderway, aided of Ambon City, at a pleasant beach-side route” through India and the Arabian
by signific ant inve st- location nearthe vilage of Iatuhalaton Peninsula during the Middle Ages.
ments into the area by the IetimarPeninsular, the dive center Initially used by we althy familie s to
the hdonesian govem- provided mealsand accommodation as mprve the taste of pootdy preserved
me nt. wellasa base from which to explore the meat, overtime, the spices were per

ceived to offera degree of protec-

The Molluccas Java were “encouraged” to workon ¥ tion against the deadly plaguesthat
Backin 2006, Ambon had just about plantations in Sumatra and otherloca- perodically mavaged Europe, which
retumed to nommal afterthe “troubles” tions. Post-ndependence, the Suharto furtherinflated theiralready exotbi
0f 2000 when heavy rioting broke out regime revived the policy as “transmi- tant price!
between the Christian and Muslm popu- grasi’” whereby whole families were given Possibly the fust really global com-
lations of the island. financialinducementsto relocate from modity, controlof the source of the
Indonesia hasthe largest population of Java to areassuch as Ambon and West spice supply was the key to enomous
Muslims in the wond, with some 86 per Papua. pwofits. The mission given to the ships’
centofitstotal population of almost 250 In Ambon, the transmigrasi migrants captains by theirsponsors, was to find
million following klam. & also ho sts the grew into a significant block of Muslims, a sea mute to the Spice klands and
large st Hndu population outside of ndia, who established theirown vilage kam- break the Arab monopoly. In that pro-
resident on the island of Bal, and a sig- pungs alongside Chrstian ones. The two cess, Chrstopher Columbus disc o v-
nificant numberof Chrstians on Ambon religions coexisted reasonably peacefully ered the New Wondd of the Amercas,
and in the sumounding Maluku province.  until Christmas 1999, which coincided Ferdinand Magellan’s expedition c i
The Chrstians are a legacy from the with the end ofthe Muslim holy month cumnavigated the word forthe first
16th c entury when the Dutch made of Ramadan, when a combimation of time, and Vasco Da Gama munded
Ambon theircenterofoperations in ciicumstances came togetherand were the Cape of Good Hope at the tip of
the Molluccas, asthe area wascalled ignited by, of allthings, a traffic accident Africa and established the sea rute
then, while they dominated and ran the between a Chrstian busdriverand a to the Indian sub-c ontinent.
mcredibly lucrative spice trade. Muslim yo uth. In terms o f therinfluenc e on the
Priorto ndependence, the Dutch The subsequent riots and civil unre st wond economy today, the Moluccas
colonialrulersintroduced a policy called escalated into whatbecame known as are a mere shadow oftheirformer
Tansmigration, whereby worke 1s from “the troubles”, and resulted in the area glory, but are a fascinating place to
the densely populated main island of being effectively closed to all foreigners, visit foranyone with a sense of history. m
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IEFTTO RIGHT Hamboyant c uttle fish; Purple Rhinopiasat Rhino City; Pairof omate ghost pipefish

30+ dive sitesthat Carmland
Sonny had identified.

Unfortunately, the rots
brought allthatto a sad end,
and the dive centerhad to
close down in eady 2000.
When the troubles subsided in
2002, and the military re stric -
tionson the area relaxed, it
became possble to dive the
area again, but only on the
varous liveaboard dive boats
that work the area on their
way to Raja Ampat.

Then in July 2005, expat
Englishman Andy Shorten and
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his partnerstook overthe lease
on the Ambon Dive Centre
and reopened the operation
as Maluku Divers.

kwas Andy whom we con-
tacted afteramving safely in
Ambon and had recovered
ourappetite forthe water
again. The top of his list of
potential dive sites was the
Twilight Zone.

The Rvilight Zone
Christened by American
dive explorers Burt Jones and
Maureen Shimlock aftera

chance exploration

dive in 1994 while wait-

ing to pick up incoming

passengers fora trp

on the liveaboard MV

Ce hil, the Tvilight Zone

isthe area underand armound

the aviation jetty at the village

of Iaha nearAmbon’s anpott.
The jetty was built to allow

aviation fuelto be unloaded

from tankers forthe aiport, but

hasbecome home to a fleet

of fishing boats that work the

rich waters around Ambon and

southwards nto the Banda

Sea.

The Rvilight Zone really is a
specialplace and probably
the most approprately named
dive site Thave everhad the
pleasure of visiting—think
Alfred Hitc hc ock meets the
Iembeh Strait.

The black volc anic sand is
covered in a dense mixture of
organic and inorganic waste,

while above, the fishing boats
moored alongside each other
block out the sun, astheirdie-
selgeneratorscreate a steady
but penetrating deep throb-
bing noise.

The inorganic debusis a mix-
ture of cartires, fiing cabinet
drawers and otherassorted
flotsam and jetsam, which has
been discarded overthe years




and created an underwaterjunkyard.
The organic waste comes from fish car
casses, which are simply thrown overthe
side of the fishing boats aftertheircrews
have cleaned and filleted theircatches
for shipment to Bali

The junkyard is now home to an amaz-
ing assortment of cntters, fish and the
mo st numermus moray eelsThave per
sonally everseen in one loc ation. The
whole population is wellfed from the fish
carcasses.

We dived the Tvilight Zone several
times. Iwas so impressed that lamanged
to spend fourdays with Maluku Divers
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the following yearwhen
Iwentbackto Ambon in
transit to the Banda Klands.
Operating asit did from the
old Ambon Dive Centeron
the IetimarPeninsularmeant
regularcrssings overthe
wide harorto get to the
Twilight Zone aswellasother
sites on the westem side ofthe bay.

khasto be said thatthe dive center
wasreally showing its age. Nonetheless,
Ivery much enjoyed the diving and saw
a really great selection of critte1s.

The new Maluku Divers
I[et'sfast forward to 2011 and

a chance encounterwith Andy
Shorten on Facebook, who
regaled me with storesabout all
the new sites they have found
now that Maluku Divers had
migrated across the hatbor—just
down the shore from the TRvilight
Zone!

Ijust had to go back So, in
DecemberlIdid just that, spending
ten days diving both the old and
the new sites and greatly enjoying
the new resort, with its very nic e
restaurant, large dedicated cam-
era preparation mom and well-

Ambon

CIOCKWISEFROM FAR
IEFT Be autiful Seahorse;
Above waterat the
Twilight Zo ne ; Maluku
Divers guest bungalo ws;

The restaurant area at
Maluku Dive 1s

appointed rooms.

The resott is run by Dutc h expatn-
ate MarcelHagendijkand hiscrew of
experienced Ambonese, who are, to his
greatcredit, a wellbalanced mixture of
Muslim and Chrstians allvery well verse d
in the basic requirement to geton well
and ensure that the guestsgetto see
what they came for.

Cutterdive sites
Rvilight Zone. No disc ussion about diving
Amboncanbe complete without refer
ence to this unique site and, in partic u-
lar, the photographic opportunities here.
The jetty can be thought of asthe epi-
centerofabout 100m of sloping sandy
shorelne around a small sheltered bay,
which offers protection forboth the ships
atanchorand the crtters that mhabit
the netherwond beneath the surface.
The thing thatisreally specialabout
the Tvilight Zone isthat it is really two
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Blue nbbon eel

site s—the motherofall muck sites most of
the time, and then amund midday, it trans-
forms itse If mto a kind of unique and eene
wide-angle photography studio where you
canpractice allthose techniques you’ve
read about.

Fora couple of hours around noon the
bright hdonesian sun isoverhead and
sends beams of light down through the
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gapsin between the moored fishing boats
and amwund the jetty itself. This inte nse light

seemsto excite the large resident shoal
of sitverside s, which nomally hide away
underthe jetty. They stream amwund the
pilars of the jetty and out undemeath the
fishing boats.

A smilarthing seemsto happen with the
large colony of c atfish, who also get a little
agitated and start to do thingsoutofchar
acter. Thisprovides excellent wide-angle
photo opportunities.

Then, there are the moray eels who
come outoftheirdaytime hideaways,
seemingly disturtbed by allthe commotion
and provide excellent foreground subjects
forthe creepy backgmund. Add in all the
otherlargerctters such as sc orpionfish
and stonefish, and one can understand
why midday at the Twilight Zone isone of
my favorte places—not justin Ambon, but
in Indonesia. k’'sthat speciall

At night, the sight transforms again
asthe fish and crtters active during the
daytime settle down forthe night in their
hiding holes, and the noctumalpreda-
torsemerge. Extra care needsto be taken
atnight, asthere are so many potentially
stinging and poisonous thingsto kneelon
suc h as stonefish, a profusion of scorpion-
fish—inc luding lots of the Ambon varnety—
dozens of urc hins around the junkyand
area, and of course, the morays, which
may be out foraging.

Sea whip crab (left); Ieaf
sc o rpio nfish (b o tto m right);
Cuttle fish in waming
display (center)

West side of Ambon Bay. Ma luku
Divers have now identified a total
of 18 site s on the west side, huge
bay that forms Ambon’s natural
haror, starting with Mimic Point in
the north, nearthe newly id e nti-
fied “shipwreck”, and ending in the

Ambon

south at Bata Badii. Many of the
sites are named afterthe spec ific
crtters that are found there—such
as Mandarn City on the edge of
the Tvilight Zone, orone of my
otherfavorte s—Rhino City.

Dive master Marcel Hagendik
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IEFTTO RIGHT A tiny blenny blends in; Saron shrimp at Amahusu; Moray eelpeers from its lai; Diminutive orangutan crab

and histeam dive all these site s re gulady
and know the cument statusof what is
there depending on the time ofyear, as
watertemperature directly impacts what
critters are around, and will adjust the div-
ing program arund the specific things
you want to see.

The area arund the vilage of Laha,
where Maluku Diversislocated, isa partic -
ulardy “target-rich” envimnment forcntter
spotters and photographers.

Beside s the Twilight Zone itself and
Mandann City, there is Iaha itself, which
hosts a variety of things to see, and Rhino
City, which hasbeen known to have up to
six re sident Rhinopiasscormionfish atcer
tain times of the year. E wasdown to “just”
three when Iwas there!

East side of Ambon Bay. There are less site s
on the eastside ofthe bay, with a totalof
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seven identified and dived re gulady, with
Amahusu and the nearby Dark Blue Je tty
being the mo st prolific .

Amahusu, with its resident colony of very
photogenic Saron shrimps, was my person-
alfavorte. These shimps, which are rarely
seen, make excellent photo subjects with
theirCaptain America stars and stripes liv-
eres!

The diving at allofthe siteson both
the west and east sidesrequires much
the same diving discipline, asthey are all
located on the faily steep slopesofthe
bay. So, care isneeded with buoyancy
skills to make sure you can hoverabove
yoursubject matter. Plus, there are often
strong ¢ unents running in the bay, which
need to be heeded.

'The shipwreck

Tlove cntterdiving as much asanybody,

but afterseveraldays
of macr photogra-
phy, Ifound myself
gazing longingly at
the wide-angle lenses
in my camera bag.
The quic kest way to
satisfy that urge in
Ambonisa dive on
the myste rio us “ship-
wreck’ located on
the westem side of
the bay close to the
state oilcompany
Pertamina’s main
je tty.
Marked by a large
but ratherrusty buoy
attached to the stem, which is in just 12m
of water, the wreckis 100m in length
and liesfacing down the slope ofthe

hathorwith its foredeck at 32m and the
bow in over40m. Very little was known
about the wreck, but as with many things
in Indonesia, there were no shortage of
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rumors and tales about it.

One such story was that the wreckis
the remainsofa Dutch cargo ship scut-
tled delberately during WWIlto prevent
it from falling into Japanese hands, while
anotheristhatit wasbombed and sunk
by a single bomb dropped down its fun-
nelby a (very good) mercenary piot dur
ing civil stiife in the 1950’s.

Inside Hurkila Cave on Ambon’s South Coast
JR¥,) 63 XRAYMAG :51:2012

Dive master Marcel Hagendikis a
wreck fanatic and conducted a seriesof
penetration dives inside the shipwreck.
He found a plaque in the engine oom
that identified the ship asthe Duke of
Sparta, built in 1940 at the Wiliam Gray
shipyard in We st Hatlepoolin the north-
eastof England. Sold in 1951 to the
Grmaldibrothersin Naples, the Duke of
Sparta was
renamed the
SS Aquilo.
Marcelestab-
lished that
the ship was
bombed in
Ambon’shar
bordurng
Operation
Haik—a clan-
destine Cold
WarCIA oper
ation agaimnst
Indonesian
¢ o mmunist
rebelsin 1958.

The initial
bombing did
sig nific ant
damage to
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the Aquilo, but not enough to sink her.
kE wasanothermonth before she finally
went down on May 27.

The shipwreckbeing located in the
harormeant that visbilty wasnot that
greatand vared between 10-15m. But
the wreckis still very much intact, and all
its features are cleady identifiable. Soft
and hard coralshave grown abundantly
on the wreck, making it a very nice alter-

native dive if you are a little crittered out.

'The south coast
Anothergood antidote to anexcessof
crtter diving, and an excellent excuse to

dust off the wide-angle lenses, isa
trip along the south coast to Pintu
Kota and Hukurla Cave.

Pintu Kota means Gate of the
City, in Bahasa Indonesia, and
islocated on a smallheadland
aboutan hoursboatrde along
the south coast from the entrance
to Ambon’shatbor. i getsits name
from the severallarge archways
that honeycomb the headland.
The archwayscreate an impres-
sionoflarge doorwaysthatlead
into a huge innercathe dral-like
chamber.

Underwater, there isa very laige
archway at 17m that minors the
onesabove water. Thisarchway
and the healthy sumounding reef
and clearblue water, combined

with the overallambience created by
the streams of sunlight penetrating down
though the above waterchambers, cre-
ate a wonderful environment in which to
use yourwidest wide-angle lens.

Hurkila Cave is furthereast along the
coast from Pintu Kota and is another
smallhoneycombed headland, which
ho sts a partic ulady inte re sting twisting
chimney thatisbest entered from the
top. The large passageways provide sev-
eralintere sting pho to-opportunitie s with
large spongesand archwaysagainst
which to frame yourmodel

At the bottom, there are three exits to

Coralcrab;
Omate ghost

pipefish (far

le ft); Be autiful Amb on
paddle-flap

sc o rpio nfish

at Rhino City

(center)

explore. One large exit hosts
some very luxuriant gorgo-
nian fans and sea whips,
which can be showcased
against the blue waterfrom
above.

Both Pintu Kota and Hurkila
Cave are must-do dives and
the minimum site s you should
consideralong the south
coast. But, there are a total
of ten other site s id e ntified
sitesthat are possible to dive

ona dayboat.

Afterthoughts

Allin all, Ambon offers a tenific combi-
nation of probably the best crtter div-
ing anywhere in Indonesia, apart from
the lembeh Strait, togetherwith an
intere sting shipwreck and some great
coastaldive sites. Add in the excel-
lent new Maluku Divers resott, plus the
unique spice trade history, and it’'s easy
to understand why it is so high on the
“bucket list” of placesto experence in
the vast archipelago that is Indonesia. m

Don Silcockisa dive wnterand
underwaterphotographerbased in
Sidney, Australia. Formore infommation,
visit: www.indopacificimages.com

Sto ne fish
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Indonesia

SOURCES: US CIA WORID FACTBOOK
SCUBADOC.COM, EMED.CO.UK

History I the eandy 17th cen-
tury, the Dutch began to colo-
nize Indonesia. During WWIL the
islands were occupied by Japan.
AfterJapan’s sumender, hdonesia
declared itsindependence, but
fourmore years passed with

inte mitte nt ne gotiations, rec ur
ring hostilitie s, and UN. media-
tion before the Nethedandslet
go ofitscolony. Home to the
wond’s large st Muslim population,
Indonesia isthe word’slargest
archipelagic state. ks govem-
ment facesseveralchallenges
inc luding alleviating poverty,
preventing termorsm, ¢ onso lidat-
ing democracy after40 yearsof
autho rita ria nism, re forming the
financialsector, eradicating cor-
ruption, halting human rights vio -
lations by the military and police,
and controlling avian influenza.
Indonesia reached a historic
peace agreement with armed
separatistsin Aceh in 2005, which
led to democratic electionsin
December2006. n Papua,a low
inte nsity se paratist movement
continues to confront hdonesia.
Govemment: republic. Capitalof
Indonesia: Jakarta. Main city of
Ambon: Ambon City.

Geography hdonesia is
located in Southeastem Asia.
kEisan archipelago between
the Indian Ocean and the
Pacific Ocean, which c onsists
0f 17,508 islands, of which 6,000
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RIGHT Iocation of
Ambon on globalmap

BEIOW: Iocation of
Ambon on map of
Indonesia

BOTIOM RIGHT
“Deep Throat”

are nhabited and the
country is approximately
three times the size of
Texas. hdonesia straddles
the equatorand hasa
strategic location along
majorsea lanes from

the Indian Ocean to the
Pacific Ocean. The temain
ismostly coastallowlands
with inte rio r mo untains
on the largerislands. The
lowest point is the Indian
Ocean atOm, and the
highe st point is Punc ak
Jaya at 5,030m.

Climate Topical hot
and humid. Emperatures
range from a high of 31°C
(88°F) to 25°C (78°F) low.

Indonesia’scredit
rating to inve stment
grade in December
2011. Indonesia still
struggle s with pov-
erty and unemploy-
ment, nadequate
infra struc ture, cor
ruption, a complex
re gula tory e nviro n-
ment, and unequal
resource distribution
among regions. The

Highlands are coolerand

drier. lowlands along the coast
are pleasantly drerthan the
main tourst areas in the south.
Monsoons: the dry season takes
place Aprlthough November,
and the wetseason, December
through March. Natural hazards
include occasionalfloods, severe
droughts, tsunamis, earthquakes,
volcanoes and forest fires.

Economy hdonesia isa vast
polyglot nation, which grew

an estimated 6.1% and 6.4% in
2010 and 2011, respectively. The
govemment made economic
advancesunderthe fist admin-
istration of President Yudhoyono

(2004-09), intro duc ing signific ant
reforms in the financialsec-

tor, including tax and customs
re forms, the use of Tre asury bills,
and capitalmarket develop-
ment and supervision. During the
globalfnancial cnsis, Ind o ne sia
outperformed its regional neigh-
borsand joined China and India
asthe only G20 members po sting
growth in 2009. The govemment
haspromoted fiscally conserva-
tive policies, resulting in a debt-
to-GDP ratio ofless than 25%, a
small cument account surplus,

a fiscaldeficit below 2%, and
historically low rates of inflation.
Ftch and Moody supgraded
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govemment in 2012
facesthe ongoing challenge of
impro ving Ind o ne sia’s insuffic ie nt
infra struc ture to remove impedi-
ments to economic growth, labor
unrest overwages, and reduc-
ing its fuel subsidy program in the
face ofrising oil prices.

Population 248,216,193 (July
2011 est.) Fthnic groups: Javanese
45%, Sund ane se 14%, Madure se
7.5%, coastal Malays 7.5%, other
ethnic groups 26%. Religions:
Muslm 88%, Pro te stant 5%, Roman
Catholic 3%, Hndu 2%, Bud d hist
1%, otherreligions 1% (1998)
Intemet users: 16 million

Ianguage Bahasa

Indonesia is the official

language and is

a modified form

of Malay. Other
languages spoken:
English, Dutch, loc al
dialects (Javanese
is the most
common)

Health Be pre-
pared and get
your shots before
you go to Indonesia.
There isa high degree
ofrskforfood orwater
bome diseases including
bacteraland protozoal
diamhea, hepatitis A and E
and typhoid fever. There is also
a risk forvectorbome diseasesin
some locations. These diseases
mnclude dengue fever, malarna
and c hikungunya. Bid flue, or
highly pathogenic H5N1 avian
influenza, hasbeen identified
among birdsin lhdonesia. k poses
a very low risk, but ¢ heck with
yourdoctorbefore you go.

Fnvironmental Issues Defor
estation, sewage, mdustialwater
pollution, utban airpollution, fore st
fire smoke and haze

Visa Tavelers fom most We stem
countriesdo notneed a visa and
are automatically givena 30 day
stay pemmit upon amval Passports
must be vald foratleast six
monthsupon amvalin hdonesia.
Indonesian immigration is very
strict. No wokis permited while
visiting on a to urist visa.

Indonesian Iaw Ver had on
drug offenders; the death penalty
isregulady applied onnarcotics
couriers.

Dnver's Iicense A vald

inte mational drniving lic e nse is
required. Rentalcarinsurance is

highly recommended. Drive care-
fully. Traffic rules are not followed
aswellasin the West. Accidents
are frequent.

Cunency hdonesian

Rupiah (IDR). Exchange rate:
1EUR=10,002 IDR; 1USD=9132IDR;
1GBP=14537IDR; 1AUD=9,500IDR;
1SGD=7,316IDR. Creditcards are
accepted by most higherend
resorts and busine sses. Payment in
US dolarsand travellerschecks
iswidely accepted.

Decompression Chambers
Ambon. Rumah Sakit Angkatan
[aut (RSAD Halong, Ambon

Tl 62-911-52152

Bali. Sanglah General Hospital,
USUP Sanglah Denpasar, JL
Diponegor, Denpasar80114 Bal
Tl 62-361-227911
www.sanglahbalhospitalcom
Jakarta. Rumah Sakit Angkatan
Iaut (Navy Hospital) Mintohagjo in
Jl. Bendungan Hilir No .17, Central
Jakarta. el 021-5703081

Web sites

Indonesia T ursm
www.indonesia-tourism.com
Maluku Divers Divingmaluku.com




