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Ambon
Maluku’s Magical Isle

Te xt and pho to s by Do n Silc o c k
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Indonesia is a country that can con-

stantly surprise and delight—usually 

when you are least expecting it! So 

it was, with my first experience of 

Ambon back in 2006, when I and a 

very sad and seasick party of Banda 

Island-bound divers found our way 

into the safety of its magnificent nat-

ural harbor. We had departed from 

Maumere in the south some five 

days earlier, and after two days div-

ing around Alor and other sites along 

the Lesser Sunda Islands, we headed 

northeast for the mystical Bandas.

Se pte mbe r is a  time  o f c hange able  we athe r 

o n the  Banda  Se a . We  e nc o unte re d he avy 

se as that made  o ur Pinisi-style  live abo ard 

take  o n a ll the  c harac te ristic s o f a  c o rk, as we  

po unde d o ur way fo rward into  the  wind.

 Pinisi bo ats are  de signe d and built fo r the  

mo nso o nal trade  winds to  c arry the m a lo ng  

with the  wind, no t he ad-o n into  it. Afte r two  

days and nights o f c o nstant pitc hing  and 

ro lling , we  we re  o ffe re d a  c ho ic e —at le ast 

two  mo re  days o f the  same  punishme nt o r 18 

ho urs o f e asie r se as by he ading  due  no rth to  

Ambo n.

 The  instinc t to  survive  is a  po we rful o ne . 

The  de c isio n to  abando n the  trip to  Banda  

Naira  was unanimo us, and the  ne xt day, we  

re ac he d the  sa fe ty o f Ambo n’ s harbo r.

travel Ambon

Po rc upine  fish watc he s warily

Ble nny o n a  se a -whip

Pair o f Co le man shrimps o n a  fire  urc hin. PREVIOUS PAGE: Oc to pus in mid-wate r at the  Twilight Zo ne
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The Molluccas
Bac k in 2006, Ambo n had just abo ut 

re turne d to  no rmal a fte r the  “tro uble s” 

o f 2000 whe n he avy rio ting  bro ke  o ut 

be twe e n the  Christian and Muslim po pu-

latio ns o f the  island.

 Indo ne sia  has the  large st po pulatio n o f 

Muslims in the  wo rld, with so me  86 pe r-

c e nt o f its to ta l po pulatio n o f a lmo st 250 

millio n fo llo wing  Islam. It a lso  ho sts the  

large st Hindu po pulatio n o utside  o f India , 

re side nt o n the  island o f Bali, and a  sig -

nific ant numbe r o f Christians o n Ambo n 

and in the  surro unding  Maluku pro vinc e .

 The  Christians are  a  le gac y fro m the  

16th c e ntury whe n the  Dutc h made  

Ambo n the ir c e nte r o f o pe ratio ns in 

the  Mo lluc c as, as the  are a  was c a lle d 

the n, while  the y do minate d and ran the  

inc re dib ly luc rative  spic e  trade . 

 Prio r to  inde pe nde nc e , the  Dutc h 

c o lo nia l rule rs intro duc e d a  po lic y c a lle d 

Transmigratio n, whe re by wo rke rs fro m 

the  de nse ly po pulate d main island o f 

Java  we re  “e nc o urage d” to  wo rk o n 

plantatio ns in Sumatra  and o the r lo c a -

tio ns. Po st-inde pe nde nc e , the  Suharto  

re g ime  re vive d the  po lic y as “transmi-

grasi” whe re by who le  familie s we re  g ive n 

financ ia l induc e me nts to  re lo c ate  fro m 

Java  to  are as suc h as Ambo n and We st 

Papua.

 In Ambo n, the  transmigrasi migrants 

g re w into  a  signific ant b lo c k o f Muslims, 

who  e stab lishe d the ir o wn village  kam-

pungs a lo ngside  Christian o ne s. The  two  

re lig io ns c o e xiste d re aso nably pe ac e fully 

until Christmas 1999, whic h c o inc ide d 

with the  e nd o f the  Muslim ho ly mo nth 

o f Ramadan, whe n a  c o mbinatio n o f 

c irc umstanc e s c ame  to ge the r and we re  

ignite d by, o f a ll things, a  tra ffic  ac c ide nt 

be twe e n a  Christian bus drive r and a  

Muslim yo uth. 

 The  subse que nt rio ts and c ivil unre st 

e sc a late d into  what be c ame  kno wn as 

“the  tro uble s”, and re sulte d in the  are a  

be ing  e ffe c tive ly c lo se d to  a ll fo re igne rs, 

as the  Indo ne sian Army 

mo ve d in to  se ize  c o n-

tro l and re sto re  o rde r.

 It to o k we ll o ve r two  

ye ars be fo re  te mpe rs 

c o o le d and o rde r was 

fully re sto re d, and by 

2004, a  stro ng  re c o ve ry 

was unde rway, a ide d 

by signific ant inve st-

me nts into  the  are a  by 

the  Indo ne sian go ve rn-

me nt. 

Diving Ambon
Be fo re  the  tro uble s, Ambo n had an 

e xc e lle nt re putatio n as a  re mo te  but first-

rate  dive  lo c atio n, and the  Ambo n Dive  

Ce nte r run by Caro l Pa lme r and So nny 

Tjandra , had built up a  stro ng  and lo ya l 

fo llo wing . 

 Lo c ate d abo ut 30 minute s so uthe ast 

o f Ambo n City, a t a  ple asant be ac h-side  

lo c atio n ne ar the  village  o f Latuhalat o n 

the  Le timar Pe ninsular, the  dive  c e nte r 

pro vide d me als and ac c o mmo datio n as 

we ll as a  base  fro m whic h to  e xplo re  the  

travel Ambon

THE SPICE TRADE

No w kno wn as the  pro vinc e  o f 

Maluku, the  re mo te  Mo luc c as with its 

lush tro pic a l c limate  and ric h vo lc anic  

so il was whe re  the  e xo tic  spic e s o f 

c lo ve s, mac e  and nutme g  first o rig i-

nate d. 

 To day, the se  and o the r spic e s 

are  a  c o mmo n supe rmarke t c o m-

mo dity. But in the  15th c e ntury, the y 

we re  so  va luable  that the y we re  

the  driving  fo rc e  be hind the  Age  o f 

Explo ratio n—a 200-ye ar pe rio d whe n 

the  majo r po we rs o f Euro pe  dis-

patc he d the ir sa iling  ships to  find and 

c o ntro l the  fab le d Spic e  Islands o f the  

Far East. 

 Small quantitie s o f spic e s fro m 

the  Mo luc c as had first tric kle d into  

Euro pe  via  the  so -c a lle d “o ve rland 

ro ute ” thro ugh India  and the  Arabian 

Pe ninsula  during  the  Middle  Age s. 

Initia lly use d by we althy familie s to  

impro ve  the  taste  o f po o rly pre se rve d 

me at, o ve r time , the  spic e s we re  pe r-

c e ive d to  o ffe r a  de gre e  o f pro te c -

tio n aga inst the  de adly plague s that 

pe rio dic a lly ravage d Euro pe , whic h 

furthe r inflate d the ir a lre ady e xo rb i-

tant pric e !

 Po ssib ly the  first re a lly g lo ba l c o m-

mo dity, c o ntro l o f the  so urc e  o f the  

spic e  supply was the  ke y to  e no rmo us 

pro fits. The  missio n g ive n to  the  ships’  

c apta ins by the ir spo nso rs, was to  find 

a  se a  ro ute  to  the  Spic e  Islands and 

bre ak the  Arab  mo no po ly. In that pro -

c e ss, Christo phe r Co lumbus disc o v-

e re d the  Ne w Wo rld o f the  Ame ric as, 

Fe rdinand Mage llan’ s e xpe ditio n c ir-

c umnavigate d the  wo rld fo r the  first 

time , and Vasc o  Da  Gama ro unde d 

the  Cape  o f Go o d Ho pe  at the  tip o f 

Afric a  and e stab lishe d the  se a  ro ute  

to  the  Indian sub-c o ntine nt.

 In terms o f the ir influenc e  on the  

world ec onomy today, the  Mo luc c as 

are  a mere  shadow o f the ir fo rmer 

glo ry, but are  a fasc inating plac e  to  

visit fo r anyone  with a sense  o f histo ry. 

CLOCKWISE FROM LEFT: 

Ane mo ne  fish; Inside  

Hurikila  Cave  and supe rb  

se a  fans at Pintu Ko ta  o n 

Ambo n’ s So uth Co ast
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30+ dive  site s that Caro l and 

So nny had ide ntifie d.

 Unfo rtunate ly, the  rio ts 

bro ught a ll that to  a  sad e nd, 

and the  dive  c e nte r had to  

c lo se  do wn in e arly 2000. 

Whe n the  tro uble s subside d in 

2002, and the  military re stric -

tio ns o n the  are a  re laxe d, it 

be c ame  po ssib le  to  dive  the  

are a  aga in, but o nly o n the  

vario us live abo ard dive  bo ats 

that wo rk the  are a  o n the ir 

way to  Ra ja  Ampat.

 The n in July 2005, e xpat 

Eng lishman Andy Sho rte n and 

his partne rs to o k o ve r the  le ase  

o n the  Ambo n Dive  Ce ntre  

and re o pe ne d the  o pe ratio n 

as Maluku Dive rs.

 It was Andy who m we  c o n-

tac te d a fte r arriving  sa fe ly in 

Ambo n and had re c o ve re d 

o ur appe tite  fo r the  wate r 

aga in. The  to p o f his list o f 

po te ntia l dive  site s was the  

Twilight Zo ne .

The Twilight Zone
Christe ne d by Ame ric an 

dive  e xplo re rs Burt Jo ne s and 

Maure e n Shimlo c k a fte r a  

c hanc e  e xplo ratio n 

dive  in 1994 while  wait-

ing  to  pic k up inc o ming  

passe nge rs fo r a  trip 

o n the  live abo ard MV 
Ce hili, the  Twilight Zo ne  

is the  are a  unde r and aro und 

the  aviatio n je tty at the  village  

o f Laha  ne ar Ambo n’ s a irpo rt.

 The  je tty was built to  a llo w 

aviatio n fue l to  be  unlo ade d 

fro m tanke rs fo r the  a irpo rt, but 

has be c o me  ho me  to  a  fle e t 

o f fishing  bo ats that wo rk the  

ric h wate rs aro und Ambo n and 

so uthwards into  the  Banda  

Se a .

 The  Twilight Zo ne  re a lly is a  

spe c ia l plac e  and pro bably 

the  mo st appro priate ly name d 

dive  site  I have  e ve r had the  

ple asure  o f visiting—think 

Alfre d Hitc hc o c k me e ts the  

Le mbe h Stra it.

 The  b lac k vo lc anic  sand is 

c o ve re d in a  de nse  mixture  o f 

o rganic  and ino rganic  waste , 

while  abo ve , the  fishing  bo ats 

mo o re d a lo ngside  e ac h o the r 

b lo c k o ut the  sun, as the ir die -

se l ge ne rato rs c re ate  a  ste ady 

but pe ne trating  de e p thro b-

b ing  no ise .

 The  ino rganic  de bris is a  mix-

ture  o f c ar tire s, filing  c ab ine t 

drawe rs and o the r asso rte d 

flo tsam and je tsam, whic h has 

be e n disc arde d o ve r the  ye ars 

LEFT TO RIGHT: Flambo yant c uttle fish; Purple  Rhino pias a t Rhino  City; Pa ir o f o rnate  gho st pipe fish
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and c re ate d an unde rwate r junkyard. 

The  o rganic  waste  c o me s fro m fish c ar-

c asse s, whic h are  simply thro wn o ve r the  

side  o f the  fishing  bo ats a fte r the ir c re ws 

have  c le ane d and fille te d the ir c atc he s 

fo r shipme nt to  Bali.

 The  junkyard is no w ho me  to  an amaz-

ing  asso rtme nt o f c ritte rs, fish and the  

mo st nume ro us mo ray e e ls I have  pe r-

so nally e ve r se e n in o ne  lo c atio n. The  

who le  po pulatio n is we ll fe d fro m the  fish 

c arc asse s.

  We  dive d the  Twilight Zo ne  se ve ra l 

time s. I was so  impre sse d that I arrange d 

to  spe nd fo ur days with Maluku Dive rs 

the  fo llo wing  ye ar whe n 

I we nt bac k to  Ambo n in 

transit to  the  Banda  Islands.

Ope rating  as it did fro m the  

o ld Ambo n Dive  Ce nte r o n 

the  Le timar Pe ninsular me ant 

re gular c ro ssings o ve r the  

wide  harbo r to  ge t to  the  

Twilight Zo ne  as we ll as o the r 

site s o n the  we ste rn side  o f the  bay. 

 It has to  be  sa id that the  dive  c e nte r 

was re a lly sho wing  its age . No ne the le ss, 

I ve ry muc h e njo ye d the  diving  and saw 

a  re a lly g re at se le c tio n o f c ritte rs.

The new Maluku Divers
Le t’ s fast fo rward to  2011 and 

a  c hanc e  e nc o unte r with Andy 

Sho rte n o n Fac e bo o k, who  

re ga le d me  with sto rie s abo ut a ll 

the  ne w site s the y have  fo und 

no w that Maluku Dive rs had 

migrate d ac ro ss the  harbo r—just 

do wn the  sho re  fro m the  Twilight 

Zo ne !

 I just had to  go  bac k. So , in 

De c e mbe r I did just that, spe nding  

te n days diving  bo th the  o ld and 

the  ne w site s and gre atly e njo ying  

the  ne w re so rt, with its ve ry nic e  

re staurant, large  de dic ate d c am-

e ra  pre paratio n ro o m and we ll-

appo inte d ro o ms.

 The  re so rt is run by Dutc h e xpatri-

a te  Marc e l Hage ndijk and his c re w o f 

e xpe rie nc e d Ambo ne se , who  are , to  his 

g re at c re dit, a  we ll-ba lanc e d mixture  o f 

Muslim and Christians a ll ve ry we ll ve rse d 

in the  basic  re quire me nt to  ge t o n we ll 

and e nsure  that the  gue sts ge t to  se e  

what the y c ame  fo r.

Critter dive sites
Twilight Zone. No  disc ussio n abo ut diving  

Ambo n c an be  c o mple te  witho ut re fe r-

e nc e  to  this unique  site  and, in partic u-

lar, the  pho to graphic  o ppo rtunitie s he re . 

The  je tty c an be  tho ught o f as the  e pi-

c e nte r o f abo ut 100m o f slo ping  sandy 

sho re line  aro und a  small she lte re d bay, 

whic h o ffe rs pro te c tio n fo r bo th the  ships 

at anc ho r and the  c ritte rs that inhabit 

the  ne the rwo rld be ne ath the  surfac e .

 The  thing  that is re a lly spe c ia l abo ut 

the  Twilight Zo ne  is that it is re a lly two  

CLOCKWISE FROM FAR 

LEFT: Be autiful Se aho rse ; 

Abo ve  wate r at the  

Twilight Zo ne ; Maluku 

Dive rs gue st bungalo ws; 

The  re staurant are a  at 

Maluku Dive rs
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site s—the  mo the r o f a ll muc k site s mo st o f 

the  time , and the n aro und midday, it trans-

fo rms itse lf into  a  kind o f unique  and e e rie  

wide -ang le  pho to graphy studio  whe re  yo u 

c an prac tic e  a ll tho se  te c hnique s yo u’ ve  

re ad abo ut.

 Fo r a  c o uple  o f ho urs aro und no o n the  

bright Indo ne sian sun is o ve rhe ad and 

se nds be ams o f light do wn thro ugh the  

gaps in be twe e n the  mo o re d fishing  bo ats 

and aro und the  je tty itse lf. This inte nse  light 

se e ms to  e xc ite  the  large  re side nt sho al 

o f silve rside s, whic h no rmally hide  away 

unde r the  je tty. The y stre am aro und the  

pillars o f the  je tty and o ut unde rne ath the  

fishing  bo ats.

 A similar thing  se e ms to  happe n with the  

large  c o lo ny o f c atfish, who  a lso  ge t a  little  

ag itate d and start to  do  things o ut o f c har-

ac te r. This pro vide s e xc e lle nt wide -ang le  

pho to  o ppo rtunitie s. 

 The n, the re  are  the  mo ray e e ls who  

c o me  o ut o f the ir daytime  hide aways, 

se e ming ly disturbe d by a ll the  c o mmo tio n 

and pro vide  e xc e lle nt fo re gro und sub je c ts 

fo r the  c re e py bac kgro und. Add in a ll the  

o the r large r c ritte rs suc h as sc o rpio nfish 

and sto ne fish, and o ne  c an unde rstand 

why midday at the  Twilight Zo ne  is o ne  o f 

my favo rite  plac e s—no t just in Ambo n, but 

in Indo ne sia . It’ s that spe c ia l!

 At night, the  sight transfo rms again 

as the  fish and c ritte rs ac tive  during  the  

daytime  se ttle  do wn fo r the  night in the ir 

hiding  ho le s, and the  no c turnal pre da-

to rs e me rge . Extra  c are  ne e ds to  be  take n 

at night, as the re  are  so  many po te ntia lly 

sting ing  and po iso no us things to  kne e l o n 

suc h as sto ne fish, a  pro fusio n o f sc o rpio n-

fish—inc luding  lo ts o f the  Ambo n varie ty—

do ze ns o f urc hins aro und the  junkyard 

are a , and o f c o urse , the  mo rays, whic h 

may be  o ut fo rag ing .

travel Ambon

West side of Ambon Bay. Maluku 

Dive rs have  no w ide ntifie d a  to ta l 

o f 18 site s o n the  we st side , huge  

bay that fo rms Ambo n’ s natura l 

harbo r, starting  with Mimic  Po int in 

the  no rth, ne ar the  ne wly ide nti-

fie d “shipwre c k”, and e nding  in the  

so uth at Bata  Badiri. Many o f the  

site s are  name d a fte r the  spe c ific  

c ritte rs that are  fo und the re —suc h 

as Mandarin City o n the  e dge  o f 

the  Twilight Zo ne , o r o ne  o f my 

o the r favo rite s—Rhino  City.

 Dive  maste r Marc e l Hage ndijk 

Se a  whip c rab  (le ft); Le af 

sc o rpio nfish (bo tto m right); 

Cuttle fish in warning   

display (c e nte r)

Blue  ribbo n e e l
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and his te am dive  a ll the se  site s re gularly 

and kno w the  c urre nt status o f what is 

the re  de pe nding  o n the  time  o f ye ar, as 

wate r te mpe rature  dire c tly impac ts what 

c ritte rs are  aro und, and will adjust the  div-

ing  pro gram aro und the  spe c ific  things 

yo u want to  se e .

 The  are a  aro und the  village  o f Laha , 

whe re  Maluku Dive rs is lo c ate d, is a  partic -

ularly “targe t-ric h” e nviro nme nt fo r c ritte r 

spo tte rs and pho to graphe rs. 

 Be side s the  Twilight Zo ne  itse lf and 

Mandarin City, the re  is Laha  itse lf, whic h 

ho sts a  varie ty o f things to  se e , and Rhino  

City, whic h has be e n kno wn to  have  up to  

six re side nt Rhino pias sc o rpio nfish at c e r-

ta in time s o f the  ye ar. It was do wn to  “ just” 

thre e  whe n I was the re !

East side of Ambon Bay. The re  are  le ss site s 

o n the  e ast side  o f the  bay, with a  to ta l o f 

se ve n ide ntifie d and dive d re gularly, with 

Amahusu and the  ne arby Dark Blue  Je tty 

be ing  the  mo st pro lific .

 Amahusu, with its re side nt c o lo ny o f ve ry 

pho to ge nic  Saro n shrimps, was my pe rso n-

a l favo rite . The se  shrimps, whic h are  rare ly 

se e n, make  e xc e lle nt pho to  sub je c ts with 

the ir Capta in Ame ric a  stars and stripe s liv-

e rie s!

 The  diving  at a ll o f the  site s o n bo th 

the  we st and e ast side s re quire s muc h 

the  same  diving  disc ipline , as the y are  a ll 

lo c ate d o n the  fa irly ste e p slo pe s o f the  

bay. So , c are  is ne e de d with buo yanc y 

skills to  make  sure  yo u c an ho ve r abo ve  

yo ur sub je c t matte r. Plus, the re  are  o fte n 

stro ng  c urre nts running  in the  bay, whic h 

ne e d to  be  he e de d.

The shipwreck
I lo ve  c ritte r diving  as muc h as anybo dy, 

but a fte r se ve ra l days 

o f mac ro  pho to gra-

phy, I fo und myse lf 

gazing  lo ng ing ly at 

the  wide -ang le  le nse s 

in my c ame ra  bag . 

The  quic ke st way to  

satisfy that urge  in 

Ambo n is a  dive  o n 

the  myste rio us “ship-

wre c k” lo c ate d o n 

the  we ste rn side  o f 

the  bay c lo se  to  the  

state  o il c o mpany 

Pe rtamina ’ s main 

je tty.

 Marke d by a  large  

but rathe r rusty buo y 

attac he d to  the  ste rn, whic h is in just 12m 

o f wate r, the  wre c k is 100m in le ngth 

and lie s fac ing  do wn the  slo pe  o f the  

harbo r with its fo re de c k at 32m and the  

bo w in o ve r 40m. Ve ry little  was kno wn 

abo ut the  wre c k, but as with many things 

in Indo ne sia , the re  we re  no  sho rtage  o f 

LEFT TO RIGHT: A tiny b le nny b le nds in; Saro n shrimp at Amahusu; Mo ray e e l pe e rs fro m its la ir; Diminutive  o rangutan c rab
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rumo rs and ta le s abo ut it.

 One  suc h sto ry was that the  wre c k is 

the  re mains o f a  Dutc h c argo  ship sc ut-

tle d de libe rate ly during  WWII to  pre ve nt 

it fro m fa lling  into  Japane se  hands, while  

ano the r is that it was bo mbe d and sunk 

by a  sing le  bo mb dro ppe d do wn its fun-

ne l by a  (ve ry go o d) me rc e nary pilo t dur-

ing  c ivil strife  in the  1950’ s.

 Dive  maste r Marc e l Hage ndijk is a  

wre c k fanatic  and c o nduc te d a  se rie s o f 

pe ne tratio n dive s inside  the  shipwre c k. 

He  fo und a  plaque  in the  e ng ine  ro o m 

that ide ntifie d the  ship as the  Duke  o f 
Sparta , built in 1940 at the  William Gray 

shipyard in We st Hatle po o l in the  no rth-

e ast o f Eng land. So ld in 1951 to  the  

Grimaldi bro the rs in Naple s, the  Duke  o f 
Sparta  was 

re name d the  

SS Aquilo . 

Marc e l e stab-

lishe d that 

the  ship was 

bo mbe d in 

Ambo n’ s har-

bo r during  

Ope ratio n 

Haik—a c lan-

de stine  Co ld 

War CIA o pe r-

atio n against 

Indo ne sian 

c o mmunist 

re be ls in 1958. 

 The  initia l 

bo mbing  did 

signific ant 

damage  to  

the  Aquilo , but no t e no ugh to  sink he r. 

It was ano the r mo nth be fo re  she  fina lly 

we nt do wn o n May 27. 

 The  shipwre c k be ing  lo c ate d in the  

harbo r me ant that visib ility was no t that 

g re at and varie d be twe e n 10-15m. But 

the  wre c k is still ve ry muc h intac t, and a ll 

its fe ature s are  c le arly ide ntifiab le . So ft 

and hard c o ra ls have  gro wn abundantly 

o n the  wre c k, making  it a  ve ry nic e  a lte r-

native  dive  if yo u are  a  little  c ritte re d o ut.

The south coast
Ano the r go o d antido te  to  an e xc e ss o f 

c ritte r diving , and an e xc e lle nt e xc use  to  

dust o ff the  wide -ang le  le nse s, is a  

trip a lo ng  the  so uth c o ast to  Pintu 

Ko ta  and Hukurila  Cave . 

 Pintu Ko ta  me ans Gate  o f the  

City, in Bahasa  Indo ne sia , and 

is lo c ate d o n a  small he adland 

abo ut an ho ur’ s bo at ride  a lo ng  

the  so uth c o ast fro m the  e ntranc e  

to  Ambo n’ s harbo r. It ge ts its name  

fro m the  se ve ra l large  arc hways 

that ho ne yc o mb the  he adland. 

The  arc hways c re ate  an impre s-

sio n o f large  do o rways that le ad 

into  a  huge  inne r c athe dra l-like  

c hambe r.

 Unde rwate r, the re  is a  ve ry large  

arc hway at 17m that mirro rs the  

o ne s abo ve  wate r. This arc hway 

and the  he a lthy surro unding  re e f 

and c le ar b lue  wate r, c o mbine d 

with the  o ve ra ll ambie nc e  c re ate d by 

the  stre ams o f sunlight pe ne trating  do wn 

thro ugh the  abo ve  wate r c hambe rs, c re -

ate  a  wo nde rful e nviro nme nt in whic h to  

use  yo ur wide st wide -ang le  le ns.

 Hurikila  Cave  is furthe r e ast a lo ng  the  

c o ast fro m Pintu Ko ta  and is ano the r 

small ho ne yc o mbe d he adland, whic h 

ho sts a  partic ularly inte re sting  twisting  

c himne y that is be st e nte re d fro m the  

to p. The  large  passage ways pro vide  se v-

e ra l inte re sting  pho to -o ppo rtunitie s with 

large  spo nge s and arc hways aga inst 

whic h to  frame  yo ur mo de l. 

 At the  bo tto m, the re  are  thre e  e xits to  

e xplo re . One  large  e xit ho sts 

so me  ve ry luxuriant go rgo -

nian fans and se a  whips, 

whic h c an be  sho wc ase d 

against the  b lue  wate r fro m 

abo ve .

 Bo th Pintu Ko ta  and Hurikila  

Cave  are  must-do  dive s and 

the  minimum site s yo u sho uld 

c o nside r a lo ng  the  so uth 

c o ast. But, the re  are  a  to ta l 

o f te n o the r site s ide ntifie d 

site s that are  po ssib le  to  dive  

o n a  day bo at. 

 

Afterthoughts
All in a ll, Ambo n o ffe rs a  te rrific  c o mbi-

natio n o f pro bably the  be st c ritte r div-

ing  anywhe re  in Indo ne sia , apart fro m 

the  Le mbe h Stra it, to ge the r with an 

inte re sting  shipwre c k and so me  gre at 

c o asta l dive  site s. Add in the  e xc e l-

le nt ne w Maluku Dive rs re so rt, plus the  

unique  spic e  trade  histo ry, and it’ s e asy 

to  unde rstand why it is so  high o n the  

“buc ke t list” o f plac e s to  e xpe rie nc e  in 

Do n Silc o c k is a  dive  write r and 
unde rwate r pho to graphe r base d in 
Sidne y, Austra lia . Fo r mo re  info rmatio n, 
visit: www.indopacificimages.com

travel Ambon

Co ral c rab ; 

Ornate  gho st 

pipe fish (far 

le ft); Be autiful 

paddle -flap 

sc o rpio nfish 

at Rhino  City 

(c e nte r)

Inside  Hurikila  Cave  o n Ambo n’ s So uth Co ast Sto ne fish
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History  In the  e arly 17th c e n-

tury, the  Dutc h be gan to  c o lo -

nize  Indo ne sia . During  WWII, the  

islands we re  o c c upie d by Japan. 

Afte r Japan’ s surre nde r, Indo ne sia  

de c lare d its inde pe nde nc e , but 

fo ur mo re  ye ars passe d with 

inte rmitte nt ne go tiatio ns, re c ur-

ring  ho stilitie s, and U.N. me dia -

tio n be fo re  the  Ne the rlands le t 

go  o f its c o lo ny. Ho me  to  the  

wo rld ’ s large st Muslim po pulatio n, 

Indo ne sia  is the  wo rld ’ s large st 

arc hipe lag ic  state . Its go ve rn-

me nt fac e s se ve ra l c ha lle nge s 

inc luding  a lle viating  po ve rty, 

pre ve nting  te rro rism, c o nso lidat-

ing  de mo c rac y a fte r 40 ye ars o f 

autho ritarianism, re fo rming  the  

financ ia l se c to r, e radic ating  c o r-

ruptio n, ha lting  human rights vio -

la tio ns by the  military and po lic e , 

and c o ntro lling  avian influe nza . 

Indo ne sia  re ac he d a  histo ric  

pe ac e  agre e me nt with arme d 

se paratists in Ac e h in 2005, whic h 

le d to  de mo c ratic  e le c tio ns in 

De c e mbe r 2006. In Papua, a  lo w 

inte nsity se paratist mo ve me nt 

c o ntinue s to  c o nfro nt Indo ne sia . 

Go ve rnme nt: re public . Capita l o f 

Indo ne sia : Jakarta . Main c ity o f 

Ambo n: Ambo n City. 

Geography  Indo ne sia  is 

lo c ate d in So uthe aste rn Asia . 

It is an arc hipe lago  be twe e n 

the  Indian Oc e an and the  

Pac ific  Oc e an, whic h c o nsists 

o f 17,508 is lands, o f whic h 6,000 

are  inhabite d and the  

c o untry is appro ximate ly 

thre e  time s the  size  o f 

Te xas. Indo  ne sia  straddle s 

the  e quato r and has a  

strate g ic  lo c atio n a lo ng  

majo r se a  lane s fro m 

the  Indian Oc e an to  the  

Pac ific  Oc e an. The  te r ra in 

is mo stly c o asta l lo wlands 

with inte rio r mo unta ins 

o n the  large r islands. The  

lo we st po int is the  Indian 

Oc e an at 0m, and the  

highe st po int is Punc ak 

Jaya  at 5,030m. 

Climate  Tro pic a l, ho t 

and humid. Te mpe rature s 

range  fro m a  high o f 31°C 

(88°F) to  25°C (78ºF) lo w. 

Highlands are  c o o le r and 

drie r. Lo wlands a lo ng  the  c o ast 

are  ple asantly drie r than the  

main to urist are as in the  so uth. 

Mo nso o ns: the  dry se aso n take s 

plac e  April thro ugh No ve mbe r, 

and the  we t se aso n, De c e mbe r 

thro ugh Marc h. Natura l hazards 

inc lude  o c c asio nal flo o ds, se ve re  

dro ughts, tsunamis, e arthquake s, 

vo lc ano e s and fo re st fire s. 

Economy  Indo ne sia  is a  vast 

po lyg lo t natio n, whic h gre w 

an e stimate d 6.1% and 6.4% in 

2010 and 2011, re spe c tive ly. The  

go ve rnme nt made  e c o no mic  

advanc e s unde r the  first admin-

istratio n o f Pre side nt Yudho yo no  

(2004-09), intro duc ing  signific ant 

re fo rms in the  financ ia l se c -

to r, inc luding  tax and c usto ms 

re fo rms, the  use  o f Tre asury b ills, 

and c apita l marke t de ve lo p-

me nt and supe rvisio n. During  the  

g lo ba l financ ia l c risis, Indo ne sia  

o utpe rfo rme d its re g io nal ne igh-

bo rs and jo ine d China  and India  

as the  o nly G20 me mbe rs po sting  

gro wth in 2009. The  go ve rnme nt 

has pro mo te d fisc a lly c o nse rva-

tive  po lic ie s, re sulting  in a  de bt-

to -GDP ratio  o f le ss than 25%, a  

small c urre nt ac c o unt surplus, 

a  fisc a l de fic it be lo w 2%, and 

histo ric a lly lo w rate s o f infla tio n. 

Fitc h and Mo o dy’ s upgrade d 

Indo ne sia ’ s c re dit 

rating  to  inve stme nt 

g rade  in De c e mbe r 

2011. Indo ne sia  still 

strugg le s with po v-

e rty and une mplo y-

me nt, inade quate  

infrastruc ture , c o r-

ruptio n, a  c o mple x 

re gulato ry e nviro n-

me nt, and une qual 

re so urc e  distributio n 

amo ng  re g io ns. The  

go ve rnme nt in 2012 

fac e s the  o ngo ing  c halle nge  o f 

impro ving  Indo ne sia ’ s insuffic ie nt 

infrastruc ture  to  re mo ve  impe di-

me nts to  e c o no mic  g ro wth, labo r 

unre st o ve r wage s, and re duc -

ing  its fue l subsidy pro gram in the  

fac e  o f rising  o il pric e s.

Population 248,216,193 (July 

2011 e st.) Ethnic  g ro ups: Javane se  

45%, Sundane se  14%, Madure se  

7.5%, c o asta l Malays 7.5%, o the r 

e thnic  g ro ups 26%. Re lig io ns: 

Muslim 88%, Pro te stant 5%, Ro man 

Catho lic  3%, Hindu 2%, Buddhist 

1%, o the r re lig io ns 1% (1998) 

Inte rne t use rs: 16 millio n

Indonesia

fact file
RIGHT: Lo c atio n o f 

Ambo n o n g lo ba l map

BELOW: Lo c atio n o f 

Ambo n o n map o f 

Indo ne sia

BOTTOM RIGHT:  

“De e p Thro at”
SOURCES: US CIA WORLD FACT BOOK, 

SCUBADOC.COM, E-MED.CO.UK

Language   Bahasa  

Indo ne sia  is the  o f fic ia l 

language  and is 

a  mo difie d fo rm 

o f Malay. Othe r 

language s spo ke n: 

Eng lish, Dutc h, lo c a l 

dia le c ts (Javane se  

is the  mo st 

c o mmo n) 

Health  Be  pre -

pare d and ge t 

yo ur sho ts be fo re  

yo u go  to  Indo ne sia . 

The re  is a  high de gre e  

o f risk fo r fo o d o r wate r-

bo rne  dise ase s inc luding  

bac te ria l and pro to zo a l 

diarrhe a , he patitis A and E, 

and typho id fe ve r. The re  is a lso  

a  risk fo r ve c to rbo rne  dise ase s in 

so me  lo c atio ns. The se  dise ase s 

inc lude  de ngue  fe ve r, malaria  

and c hikungunya . Bird flue , o r 

highly patho ge nic  H5N1 avian 

influe nza , has be e n ide ntifie d 

amo ng  b irds in Indo  ne sia . It po se s 

a  ve ry lo w risk, but c he c k with 

yo ur do c to r be fo re  yo u go . 

Environmental Issues  De fo r-

e statio n, se wage , industria l wate r 

po llutio n, urban a ir po llutio n, fo r e st 

Visa  Trave le rs fro m mo st We ste rn 

c o untrie s do  no t ne e d a  visa  and 

are  auto matic a lly g ive n a  30 day 

stay pe rmit upo n arriva l. Passpo rts 

must be  va lid fo r a t le ast six 

mo nths upo n arriva l in Indo ne sia . 

Indo ne sian immigratio n is ve ry 

stric t. No  wo rk is pe rmite d while  

visiting  o n a  to urist visa . 

Indonesian Law  Ve ry hard o n 

drug  o ffe nde rs; the  de ath pe nalty 

is re gularly applie d o n narc o tic s 

c o urie rs. 

Driver’s License  A va lid 

inte rnatio nal driving  lic e nse  is 

re quire d. Re nta l c ar insuranc e  is 

highly re c o mme nde d. Drive  c are -

as we ll as in the  We st. Ac c ide nts 

are  fre que nt. 

Currency  Indo ne sian 

Rupiah (IDR). Exc hange  rate : 

1EUR=10,002 IDR; 1USD=9132IDR; 

1GBP=14537IDR; 1AUD=9,500IDR; 

1SGD=7,316IDR. Cre dit c ards are  

ac c e pte d by mo st highe r e nd 

re so rts and busine sse s. Payme nt in 

U.S. do llars and trave lle r’ s c he c ks 

is wide ly ac c e pte d. 

Decompression Chambers 
Ambon. Rumah Sakit Angkatan 

Laut (RSAL) Halo ng , Ambo n 

Te l. 62-911-52152 

Bali. Sang lah Ge ne ra l Ho spita l, 

USUP Sang lah De npasar, JI. 

Dipo ne go ro , De npasar 80114 Bali 

Te l. 62-361-227911 

www.sang lahbaliho spita l.c o m 

Jakarta. Rumah Sakit Angkatan 

Laut (Navy Ho spita l) Minto harjo  in 

Jl. Be ndun gan Hilir No .17, Ce ntra l 

Jakarta . Te l. 021-5703081 

Web sites 
Indo ne sia  To urism

www.indonesia-tourism.com 

Maluku Dive rs  Divingmaluku.com

NASA


