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Don Silcock is 
mesmerised by 
what can be found 
underwater when 
exploring the 
rich and diverse 
waters of Cape 
Kri in Raja Ampat, 
Indonesia
Photographs by Don Silcock

G oogle Earth is a great place to start if you want 
to understand why the island of Kri has such a 
stellar reputation for incredible diving.

Viewed from above, the long, slender island 
is the first major landmass in the path of the Indonesian 
Throughflow as it streams through the Dampier Strait. Rich 
with nutrients swept up from the deep basins to the north, 
those waters arc around Cape Kri on the north-eastern tip of 
the island, almost force-feeding the reef systems that bloom 
there. Dived on the right tide, it is truly one of the wonders 
of the Dampier Strait – Raja Ampat’s marine biodiversity 
‘superhighway’. 

The Dampier Strait
Named after the renowned English navigator, explorer, 
naturalist and occasional buccaneering pirate William 
Dampier (who first charted the area in the 17th century), the 
Dampier Strait is the main path for the Throughflow into the 
islands of Raja Ampat.

At almost 150km in length and in places 35km wide, it 
is a significant waterway but its relatively shallow depth 
of around 50m, together with its overall shape, creates a 
venturi effect which accelerates the speed at which the 
water flows. Viewed from the upper decks of a liveaboard, 
or better still from a drone, you can almost 
see the water’s kinetic energy as it passes 
through the Strait.

Distributed along the bottom 
of the Strait are numerous 
seamounts and rises 
that sit in the path of 
that flow and you 
can almost feel 
the energy 

when the velocity increases further as the Throughflow 
surges around those obstacles. Essentially the key to diving 
in the Dampier Strait is understanding those water flows 
around the seamounts and rises, together with how they are 
affected by the state of the tides.

Local knowledge
Nobody knows those details better than the villagers of the 
Dampier Strait as the islands they live on, where they fish, 
how they travel to trade, and their way of life are all related 
to that flow of water.

These days, boats with outboard engines are the norm, 
but it’s not that long ago outrigger canoes were the principal 
mode of transport. 

In traditional Papuan society the men are responsible for 
the hunting and gathering, while the women look after the 
home and children, all while still performing the hard work 
of tending to their vegetable garden.


